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The effects of Ishtar's descent to Sheol in search of
her youthful lover have, however, direct bearing upon our
inquiry.

As soon as Ishtar had gone on her annual journey to the
underworld, copulation in men and animals ceased. Conse-
quently some remedy had to be sought in order to circumvent
such a disastrous state of affairs. Thus arose the necessity for
women to play her part as goddess of sexual love and fertility;
and to fill this office the " sacred prostitute " was created.

This applies only to the Ishtar cult and not to those cases
where priestesses were found in temples dedicated to other
deities,

We have seen that in the case of Marduk the god was
credited with all human attributes and passions,

To return to Gilgamesh, we find Ishtar very wroth at
having her offers of love refused. She sent a bull to kill him,
but he destroyed it. Thereupon Ishtar gathered together all
her temple women and harlots, and made great outcry and
lamentation.1

The remaining tablets, containing, among other incidents,
the story of the Deluge, do not concern us.

We have seen that at this early period sacred prostitution
was fully established and entered into the literature and
mythology of the country. Under the male deity the temple
harlot plays the part of concubine, while under the female
deity she was a kind of " understudy," always ready to sym-
bolise by her action the purpose of the great mother-goddess.

Without going farther into the cult of Ishtar it will serve
our purpose better to move slowly westwards, noting the
spread of the worship of a goddess of love and fertility which
clearly resembled that of Ishtar. We must not necessarily
conclude that whenever we find a mother-goddess it is merely
Ishtar transplanted to new soil and given a new name* It
seems to be more probable, anyhow in several cases, that
local female deities acquired fresh attributes from Ishtar
which occasionally became the most prominent features of
the cult.

1 Schrader, Keilins. Biblio., vol. vi, p. 86 et seq.